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ARAB & TIMES

THE FIRST ENGLISH Labi:UAGE DALY IN FREE KLY

Sustainability & fighting poverty

Dr. Jaber Eid Al-Wandah

International Consultant, Sustainable Development Deputy General
Manager — Al-Najat Charity

In our previous aricle, we dis-
cussed some aspects of positively
engaging with sustainability goals in
light of our culture. Today, we con-
tinue the discussion by exploring this
point further and offenng some of our
suggestions and reservations regard-
ing some of these goals.

We begin by recalling that our
hertage is rich with examples of
how to positively engage with the
three pillars of
sustainable
development
(economy, en-
vironment, and
people/society),
stemming from
a desire to sus-
w@in the posi-
ive economic

preserve
the clean envi. Dr. Jaber A-Wandah

ronment conducive to development,
and nurture communities while safe-
guarding resources to ensure their
sustainability. All of this is rooted
in the belief that we are stewards of
the Earth, entrusted to develop and
care for it, and held accountable for
our actions toward it, ourselves, and
others.

Building on this positive engage-
ment with these goals, we proudly
affirm our commitment to and ac-
tivation of our values, civilization,
and authentic traditions. Our ap-
proach to these goals should ensure
that they are logical and achievable
from our perspective, so we do not
feel overwhelmed by them or view
them as unrealistic or in conflict with
reality and possibility. This way, we
can remain connected to our values,
civilization, traditions, and customs,
without blindly imitating others or
accepting what they may find ac-
ceptable based on their own cir-
cumstances. Our reservations about
certain goals or their wording do not
imply a rejection of their positive

content or a lack of responsiveness
to them.

We can provide several exam-
ples of our reservations regarding
the wording and context of certain
goals. For instance: The first goal
is “to eradicate poverty in all its
forms everywhere” - We suggest ap-
proaching this goal with the phrasing
“combatting poverty in all its forms
everywhere”. This is because our
understanding stems from the idea
of activating potential, capacity, and
possibility, and aligning with univer-
sal laws rather than opposing them.
From this perspective, no one can
claim they can completely “eradi-
cate” poverty. If someone does, we
would ask: What is the standard for
this “eradication of poverty? On what
basis is it measured? One might be
considered rich by some and poor by
others Moreover, the correct method-
ology for “combatting poverty,” in
our view, starts with two key aspects:
perception and implementation. In
terms of perception, there should
be discouragement of accepting and
succumbing to poverty. In terms of
implementation, people should be en-
couraged to work, with opportunities
facilitated and paths opened for them.
Despite this approach, no rational
person has ever claimed to have the
full ability to “eradicate™ poverty.
The logical pursuit is to focus on
“combating” poverty and closing off
the paths that lead to it.

Another example is the second
eoal: “to eradicate hunger, ensure
food security, improve nutrition, and
promote sustainable agriculture.” We
believe that it should be approached
through “combating” hunger and
“improving” food security and nu-
trition. What we mentioned in the
proposal for the first goal can also
be said and reiterated here. This ap-
proach aligns with the logic of things
and what can realistically be achieved
... we shall address additional reser-
vations later...
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Sustainability and building Earth

*

Dr. Jaber Eid Al-Wandah

International Consultant,
Sustainable Development
DeputX General Manager —
I-Najat Charity

In previous articles, we briefly dis-
cussed the definition of sustainable
development, its three main areas,
and the mistake of focusing on just
one aspect of sustainability, such as
financial sustainability. Instead, we
emphasized the
need 1o activale
and achieve all
aspects of sustain-

and systematically activated in our civi-
lization and historical trajectory. This
indicates that these global ideas and in-
stintional directives will namrally find
their place in our reality if we approach
them comectly. Their importance or
usefulness won 't require much explana
tion but will need activation in people’s
lives and an emphasis on revitahizing
and re-focusing on them.

Our civilization and culmre have
defined and built an integrated meth-
odology for how individuals and in-
stitutions deal with these sustainabil-
ity domains in their modern sense.
This methodology serves as a guiding

ability. We sug- framework, regulating and directing
gest, quite simply, man actions, rooted in the under-
adding the word standing that humans are stewards of

“sustainability” to
any concept or is-
sue an institution
is concemned with
and then working -Wandah
towards  achiev- Dr. AW

ing and activating it. For example, by
attaching “sustainability” to “organi-
zation,” we strive for “organizational
sustainability.” Similarly, with “op-
erational sustainability,” “improve-
ment sustainability,” and “instimtional
sustainability”- all of which need to be
realized.

We previously mentioned the 17
Sustainable  Development  Goals
(SDGs) and the role of countres or
institutions  in engaging with them
positively. But what does positive en-
gagement mean? How do we begin to
interact with these goals? Do we have
to accept the SDGs exactly as they are
written? To answer these questions,
we'll discuss two key points:

1. How do we positively engage
with these goals from our understand-
ing of the importance of sustainability
within our culture and Islamic teach-
ings?

2. What reservations might we have
about the wording of certain goals or
their interpretation from a human and
logical perspective?

If we examine the primary domains
of sustainability — economy, environ-
ment, society, and govemance - we
will find that these were emphasized

the earth. Our task is to develop it, not
destroy it We must live in harmony
with natural laws and not according to
harmful desires that lead to the destruc-
tion of our environment, economy, or
society. As Allah has commanded: we
are meant to build and cultivate the
earth, not exploit or min it “He pro-
duced you from the earth and settled
you in it” (Surat Hud, 61).

This civilized methodology aims
to foster a mindset in individuals and
institutions that daves them toward
leaving a lasting impact, maintaining
continuity, and making a difference
in the environment, economy, and hu-
man life. From this perspective, we
can understand the consistent condem-
nation of corruption in the earth and
the strong disapproval of those who
spread it. We also see the encourage-
ment for development, growth, and
sustainability, even in the most diffi-
cult and uncertain circumstances. The
Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him) famously said: “If the Hour (the
Day of Judgment) is established and
one of you has a sapling in his hand, if
he is able to plant it before the Hour is
established, then let im plant it.”

This prophetic teaching emphasizes
the importance of positive action and
sustainability, even in moments of cri-
sis, highlighting the value Islam places
on continuons efforts to improve and
sustain life on Earth.

To be continued

02 )W preald g ellicsd) 10 gims 339l pala.d Jlie

alnajatorg



https://alnajat.info/category/9?open=pdf

Jodlipeaiping | 20065 @-2a

alnajatorg

Olepdl

o

92,193 o
oecuioll
3,734

apaall slaill
ALNAJAT CHARITY

s lisa ro

gl oy il ol

Olidg 332 -

Ln)ha_g LTYY

3—‘FH



https://alnajat.info/category/11?open=pdf
https://alnajat.com/wr25
https://alnajat.com/wr25

alpall SLadll
ALNAJAT CHARITY

) E— i3 N
8y ot oy 3,25

W EPWE S (I i (Ry W7 PES
AMe g Jralall SLEMal! 3y

L. 1800082 W @AlNajatOrg

% media@alnajat.com.kw @AINajatOrg

(©(+965)67640456

alnajatorg ‘,l i PRSP




